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CORONAVIRUS — QUARANTINE ARRANGEMENTS 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.07 am]: The Western Australian government has worked 
tirelessly with its state and federal counterparts to develop a collaborative approach to the COVID-19 pandemic 
that was based on the best public health advice. The quarantine arrangements adopted across Australia have been 
a vital part of the response to ensure the protection of all Australians from the unprecedented challenges posed by 
the virus. In the early stages of our response to the COVID-19 pandemic, it became apparent that nearly all the 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 were linked to overseas travel. Of the state’s 602 cases, 255 people acquired the 
infection at sea and 261 via overseas travel, which made up 86 per cent of the state’s confirmed COVID-19 cases. 
As agreed by national cabinet, from 29 March 2020, all international travellers arriving in Australia by air or sea have 
been required to undertake a 14-day mandatory quarantine period in a state-designated quarantine facility. Further 
to this, the WA State Emergency Coordinator issued the “Quarantine (Closing the Border) Directions”, which 
established that from 6 April 2020 all interstate travellers arriving in WA were also required to complete a 14-day 
period of self-isolation. To date, 5 291 mostly international travellers have quarantined at a hotel facility under the 
responsibility of the State Health Incident Coordination Centre. In addition, 198 passengers from the Vasco da Gama 
cruise ship and 211 returned travellers on a South African flight were accommodated at Rottnest Island. Currently, 
841 travellers are residing in a hotel—706 are in quarantine and 135 have completed quarantine and are awaiting 
transport to their next destination. A total of 128 passengers have tested positive for COVID-19 while in hotel quarantine. 
Having these people in quarantine and isolated from the Western Australian community has significantly increased 
our ability to contain and prevent the transmission of COVID-19. The establishment of state-designated quarantine 
facilities and the system and processes required to support travellers in quarantine has not come without cost. Up until 
15 June 2020, the state government has invested $14 781 555 into these facilities to limit the spread of COVID-19.  
The following is a breakdown of the quarantine payments made up to 15 June 2020, noting that there is a lag in 
invoices coming through and therefore costs paid to date cannot be related to the number of passengers who have 
been through quarantine facilities. The total for quarantining people in Perth’s hotels is $14 071 186. The total so 
far for quarantining people at Rottnest Island is $710 369. The investment in these measures is money very well 
spent, considering Western Australia has become one of the safest places in the world for preventing the spread of 
COVID-19. We are charging the federal government for its 50 per cent share of these costs under the COVID-19 
national partnership agreement. 
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